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rather than risk protracted involve-
ment indicated a reluctance to extend 
commitments beyond those to 
address direct threats to American 
interests.

The African continent was not left 
unscathed, as conflicts unfolded in the 
African countries of Somalia and 
Rwanda. By 1992, Somalia’s ongoing 
civil conflict left no one effectively in 
charge, as small groups of warlords 
fought for control of the country. The 
majority of the citizens were starving 
to death after a failed crop season. 
The United States spearheaded a 
coalition of forces that intervened for 
humanitarian and peacekeeping pur-
poses. Given the coalition troops’ 
limited mandate, which did not allow 
engaging in military action, they 
found themselves in a compromised 
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Yugoslavia: Before and 
After 1991

Source: Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Principles of International Politics, 3rd ed. (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2005), 123.
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Have You or a Family 
Member Ever Served in the 
Military?

a.	 Yes, I have served in the military.

b.	 Yes, someone in my family has served in the military.

c.	 No, neither I nor anyone in my family has served in the military.

How Do You
Connect?

What Is Your Experience 
with Political Unrest?

Have you ever been in a place at a time when it was experiencing politi-

cal unrest?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

Have you ever had to leave your home due to political unrest?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

How Do You
Connect?


